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California-Nevada-Hawaii District 
 

Winter 2021 
 
President’s Message 

Dear friends, 
It is hard to believe that it is already 
November. Where has the time gone? My 
daughter reminded me that we have less 
than two months till Christmas and less 
than a month till Thanksgiving. Thinking 
ahead to next summer, as of this writing, 
it is about seven months until our LWML 

CNH District Convention in Sparks, Nevada. The time is 
passing quickly and we have a lot to do to get ready. There 
will be many meetings, phone calls and emails to prepare 
for next year. Many of you are working on zone and group 
events for this fall or next spring. For some it will be an in-
person event, for others it will take place online.  
Thank God for ZOOM. As annoying as it can be, it has 
allowed us to carry out a number of activities and meetings 
that otherwise would have been more difficult to 
accomplish.  
The Gospel Outreach Committee has reviewed all of the 
prospective Mission Grants for the 2022-2024 biennium by meeting online. The Finance Committee has also 
been able to meet. At our October Board of Directors meetings, a number of people were able to join via Zoom. 
This was the first time we had carried out a meeting this way. There are still issues that need to be resolved, 
but I trust that each time we have this type of meeting, we will make improvements. Nothing beats a face-to-
face meeting, but I’m thrilled that we do have this option so others can participate. 
As thoughts were whirling around in my brain, a verse from Psalm 46:10 Be still and know that I am God came 
to mind. This can be very difficult for me to do, but it is good. God knows me and He knows best. He wants me 
to pause, to rest, to stop. The theme verse for our convention next summer, in Psalm 62:8, reminded me to 
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge. My thoughts were that God 
knew what He was doing when he led us to choose our theme and verse.  
Along with contemplating on being still and trusting in Him, various verses in Psalm 100 helped as well. Serve 
the Lord with gladness!    Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless 
his name! For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
As I look forward to the days ahead, with God’s help, I will be still, I will trust in Him, I will serve Him with 
gladness and give thanks to him, for he is good and his love endures forever!  
Giving thanks for each of you, 
Martha E Dubke - LWML CNH District President 
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Finding Peace in Thankfulness 
Counselor Rev. David Floyd 

As I was driving to work today, I moved over into the left lane to give room for a tow truck that 
had stopped to help an elder lady who was having car trouble. When I drove past them, I noticed 
the lady had the biggest smile on her face! But not only that…she was giving the tow truck driver 
a HIGH FIVE! 
I got the biggest smile on MY face! Because I could just sense the immense gratitude and the 
immeasurable peace she must have felt seeing this person come to her aid! 
A truly thankful person is a truly peaceful person. They have made a habit, no matter what, to 
notice, to pause, and to choose. 

Noticing something for which to be thankful no matter their circumstances. I think the Apostle Paul had something 
to say about that when he penned these words that we find in Philippians 4:12, “I  know  what it is to be in need, 
and I know  what it is to have plenty. I  have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I  can do all this through 
him who gives me strength.” 
Paul is writing these words from a place of peace. Not a physical place (remember he was writing this letter from 
prison) but a state of peace, a peace of mind, with a peaceful spirit, because he had, as he said, found the secret to 
being content…thankful…in any and every situation. And that was: relying on the strength and the promises of God. 
In fact, whenever Paul found himself in a situation that was beyond his ability to control, when circumstances were 
difficult, he would notice…look for…something for which to be thankful!  Like when he and Barnabas were driven 
out of Pisidian Antioch. They shook the dust off their sandals and went their way, “fil led w ith joy and the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 14:52). Or when Paul and Silas were arrested, beaten, and jailed in Philippi. While in stocks, they were 
“praying and singing hymns to God… ” (Acts 16:25).  
So they noticed what they could be thankful for! 
Then they paused to acknowledge this, as a way to remind themselves of God’s presence in their lives. They took 
the time to lift up praise to God and to give Him thanks for His provision…to give thanks for the opportunity to 
serve…to give thanks for His presence and His power in the midst of their troubles. 
And then as they noticed and paused and chose to focus on God’s presence, His powerful peace was unleashed!  
In the midst of our circumstances, will we be a noticer? A pauser? A chooser? A person of thanksgiving no matter 
what circumstances we are facing? 
Paul and Barnabas and Silas weren’t the only ones who did this. I see this truth about the power of thanksgiving all 
through scripture. What was the prayer Daniel prayed just before being thrown into the lion’s den? A prayer of 
thanksgiving! 
What was the prayer of Jonah’s heart before he was delivered onto dry ground after 3 days in the belly of a fish? A 
prayer of thanksgiving! 
How are we instructed to pray in Philippians 4:6 when we feel anxious about anything? We pray with thanksgiving! 
And what is the result of each of these situations where thanksgiving is proclaimed? PEACE…POWERFUL, 
UNEXPLAINABLE, UNCONTAINABLE PEACE! 
“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, w ill guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7) 
Webster’s definition of thanksgiving is: a public acknowledgment or celebration of divine goodness. 
As we draw closer and closer to Thanksgiving, I wonder how we might celebrate God’s divine goodness today? I 
wonder what might happen if we decide, in the midst of our struggles and troubles, to notice, and pause, and 
choose something for which to be truly thankful?  
Dear Lord, will you help me notice things for which I can be thankful in each and every situation I find myself in 
today? Will you help me remember to pause and acknowledge this as evidence of your presence? And will you help 
me remember to choose to focus on Your presence until Your powerful peace rushes into my heart and helps me see 
everything more clearly? Thank you for the reality that thankfulness changes everything! In Jesus’ Name! Amen! 
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LaVada Terrell 
VP, Christian Life 
 

Again, I share with you another tab on lwml.org: 
 the following is under the Service Tab 

 
Church Workers in Mission  
 - Whether you are new to the calling that the Lord has given you or have been involved in church work 
for years, you are welcomed on behalf of LWML.  There is a short video introducing you to how the 
LWML connects with church workers.  You are praised for your dedication to share His love with those 
around you.  The LWML.org website is full of devotional resources that have been through the LCMS 
doctrinal review process for you to use in your ministry – Bible Studies and Devotionals (under The 
Word tab); Worship Services to include LWML Sunday resources, Prayer Services, Lutheran Women’s 
Quarterly (under the News & Events tab); Mission Grant Resources (under the Missions tab). 
 
To all LWML District/Zone Presidents, and Groups 
 – LWML is a vibrant organization with a mission of sharing Christ with the world by funding mission 
grants through mite offerings, sharing the Gospel with others through doctrinally reviewed and 
approved resources, and focusing on growing each woman’s relationship with her Lord and Savior.  
There is also a short video introducing the LWML to women in the church.  A great way to let church 
workers know their value is to make them feel welcomed when arriving in your district, zone, or church.  
Church workers also need to know that they are appreciated after many years of service.  There are 
many LWML resources (on the website) that can help in both cases. 

• Create a binder with LWML information 
• LWML Toolkits – ideas for Pastor support and involvement 
• LWML Teacher Toolkits (VBS, Sunday School, students, day school, campus ministries, 

Deaconess, DCE, DCO) 
• Scripture Gift Tags and Posters 
• Pastor Appreciation Cards (October) 

 
I am the Heart of LWML 

 – explanation given for the Vision, Treasure, Goals, resources (powerpoint, notes, flyers, bulletin 
inserts). 

Get Involved 

 – How to get involved in your local group, in your District LWML, in national LWML.  There are links to 
Leadership Development Resources, Officer/Committee Guidelines, Christian Life Newsletters, Helps for 
your organization, Nominations, Willing Writers Wanted.  
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Group Resources –  
o The purpose of the Growth and Development Committee (GDC) is to: 

• Encourage participation in LWML events and activities that spread awareness of LWML 
missions and service. 

• Direct local groups, zones, and districts to resources that connect women with the mission 
and ministry of the LWML. 

• Inspire local groups, zones, and districts to grow in faith in Christ and in relationships as 
Lutheran Women in Mission. 

o Connecting tips during Covid – Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
o Women in Mission University (WMU) is a tool to educate all people about the Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League. 
• It consists of four sections that can be used individually in separate events, or all or some 

of the sections may be used together as a one-day event.   
• Using WMU is an ideal way to introduce LWML to LCMS women in your congregation, zone, 

or district who are not yet participating in the mission of the LWML.  
• It’s also useful as a refresher for women who are already involved.  

o LWML Mailbox Member Program 
 

Leadership Development 
• As Women in Mission who seek to follow the Leader, our Lord and Savior Jesus, we serve with 

joy and thankfulness to our Lord, praying and knowing that God will hear us and work through 
us.  

• Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 

• The purpose of the Leadership Development Committee is to support and encourage present 
and future leaders as they discover their unique God-given gifts and so participate in a 
meaningful and encouraging servant leadership role.  

 

Mission Service Activities 
• Prepare Breast Cancer Survival Care Kits 
• Gospel Focus 
• Devotions as you plan 
• Prayer as you plan and prepare 
• Activities-as-we-stay-at-home 

 
There is so much information and resources on lwml.org for individual, 

society, zone, and district use.  I’ve only touched the surface.  Please take 
time and explore each tab, each heading, each link. 

https://www.lwml.org/mailbox
https://www.lwml.org/mailbox
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Vice President of Convention Planning- Roxan Schwab 

2022 C0NVENTION NEWS!  

It is time to get excited and get the word out!! 

Rooms are available for booking now. 
 Follow the link below or call number listed: 

 http://bookings.ihotelier.com/bookings.jsp?groupID=3266039&hotelID=96145 

Or call  855-516-1090 and ask for GLWML22 or just Lutheran Women’s Mission 

Date: June 10-12, 2022 

Nugget Casino Resort, Sparks, NV 

Convention Theme: 

Trust in God’s Timing 
Convention Bible Verse: 

Psalms 62:8 RSV: Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge 
for us. 

You should have received bulletin inserts for distribution in you home church, please 
see that these inserts are used and know that you need not be a society member to 
come and enjoy convention fellowship.   Reach out to me if you have not seen them. 
roxan.schwab@outlook.com 

A convention packet will be sent out the end of February with detailed information 
regarding the speakers, breakout session leaders, ingathering, and service events.  

Attached is a devotion written by our district counselor Pastor David Floyd titled God’s Timing. 
Please use it at one of your society meetings to help promote the convention and its theme.  

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbookings.ihotelier.com%2Fbookings.jsp%3FgroupID%3D3266039%26hotelID%3D96145&data=04%7C01%7C%7C44736fd8d94c45a69ab208d9463e386a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637618055309225095%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6tq2wqCsVTxJAMzK8L21VOs5Qoz3UvDVfU4bTIl8F2M%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbookings.ihotelier.com%2Fbookings.jsp%3FgroupID%3D3266039%26hotelID%3D96145&data=04%7C01%7C%7C44736fd8d94c45a69ab208d9463e386a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637618055309225095%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6tq2wqCsVTxJAMzK8L21VOs5Qoz3UvDVfU4bTIl8F2M%3D&reserved=0
tel:855-516-1090
tel:855-516-1090
mailto:roxan.schwab@outlook.com
mailto:roxan.schwab@outlook.com
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LWML 2022 CONVENTION PLANNING MTG DEVOTION: 
written by our district counselor Pastor David Floyd 

GOD’S TIMING 
Opening Prayer:  
Dear Lord, deepen our understanding, and give us a greater knowledge of what You are doing in our 
lives. May we choose to hold unswervingly to the hope that we profess. Stretch our faith in the midst 
of waiting so we may be strengthened to serve you and one another, always holding to the truth that 
you are always with us. In the name of Jesus, amen. 

Intro: 
Time is a very mysterious thing to us, isn’t it? We’re stuck in it, moment by moment. We even have 
terms we use to describe how we live within the constraints of time: watching the clock… counting 
the days…time waits for no one…it’s 5:00 somewhere…the eleventh hour. Can you think of other 
idioms that relate to our dependence on time?  
(if everyone’s having a hard time coming up with examples: in the nick of time, punch in/punch out, 
race against time, beat the clock, time flies, call it a day, I wasn’t born____, better late than _____, 
making up for lost _____.) 
Do you see how stuck we are in time? 
Have you ever dreamed of being outside of time? Having the ability to move back and forth in it? It’s 
hard to imagine. I wonder what it would be like to transcend time and space? 
Many of you may remember the TV shows, “The Time Machine” or “Timeless”… 
Or how about the movies, “Back to the Future” or “The Lakehouse”? These shows take us beyond 
the limits of time. For some it invokes a sense of adventure…for others, a sense of dread and 
insecurity. 
That presents for us an interesting paradigm. It’s hard for us to conceive of anyone being outside of 
time, being in charge of events with full knowledge, instead of just reacting as things happen. 
But this is our God! He isn’t confined to time constraints. And He acts when and however He 
chooses. 
And there’s an important lesson we can learn from this fact.  There are some events that happen in 
John 11 can bring us great comfort in times of crisis. (read John 11:1-7, 11-14)  
We’re all familiar with this account of Lazarus, right? Jesus gets word that his friend is critically ill. 
Much to his disciple’s astonishment, Jesus doesn’t run to heal him, but stays for two days before 
leaving. And then when He leaves, He tells His disciples that Lazarus is already dead.  
Here is the Lesson: God's timing is always perfect. 
God's never early, never late, but always on time. Our timing isn't God's timing. For us, God's timing 
often feels like a long, desperate delay. I’m sure that’s what it felt like to Mary and Martha.  
And it feels that way to us as well when we have an urgent issue or situation, and it seems like God 
is taking His time giving us an answer or solution.  
I have often referred to God, in waiting periods like this, as “God of the eleventh hour.” 
God's perfect timing though does two things: It grows our faith as we are forced to wait and trust in 
Him, and it makes certain that He, and He alone, gets the glory and praise for pulling us through. 
"My times are in Your hands ..." Psalm 31:15. 

(LWML 2022 CONVENTION PLANNING MTG DEVOTION continues next page) 
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(LWML 2022 CONVENTION PLANNING MTG DEVOTION continued) 

GOD IS ALWAYS ON TIME. (Read Galatians 4:4-5) 
“THE FULNESS OF TIME”  refers to the completion of God’s sovereign timetable of redemption. When 
the Law had fully accomplished its purpose of showing man his sin and his inability to live up to God’s 
perfect standard of righteousness, God ushered in a new era of redemption. He sent forth His Son!  
Jesus was born when everything was right for His appearing: 

(1) THE TIME WAS RIGHT RELIGIOUSLY: Israel, as a whole, was worshipping the One true God. 
And the “yeast”, the legalism, of the religious leaders was at an all-time high. 

(2) THE TIME WAS RIGHT CULTURALLY: Alexander the Great had established Greek culture and 
language throughout the known world.  

(3) THE TIME WAS RIGHT POLITICALLY: Rome had provided peace, economically and politically. 
Preachers and teachers could travel freely and safely throughout the Empire. 

God knew when the time was right! "WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME HAD COME… " 
God’s timing is always perfect. But how impatient we become when things don’t work out for us as 
planned…when it seems like our prayers are not being answered…when troubles persist. But let us, 
through faith, remember that GOD IS ALWAYS ON TIME! 
THE BIBLE IS A WITNESS TO GOD ALWAYS BEING ON TIME. 

(1) JOSEPH SOLD INTO SLAVERY…and at just the right time came into power to save his family 
and bring them into Egypt until the appointed time for their release. 

(2) MOSES BEING PLUCKED OUT OF THE WATER, RAISED IN EGYPT. So he could become the 
deliverer of God’s people from bondage, at just the right time. 

(3) THE RED SEA OPENED JUST IN TIME…  
So many other examples of God’s timing. BECAUSE GOD IS ON TIME. 
GOD WAS RIGHT ON TIME WITH THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 
AND HE IS ALWAYS ON TIME IN WORKING IN OUR LIVES. Amen? 
 
You could sing “In His Time” if you want at this point or go into the closing prayer.  
 
Closing Prayer: 
Lord, we thank You that You will answer our prayers in Your perfect timing. Reveal to us what is in our 
hearts and make us ready to handle the answer in the right way when it comes. Help us to pray by faith 
consistently and long-term, to believe, wait, and then move forward in Your timing. Help us to be patient 
in prayer, not giving up, but trusting You even during moments when we feel distant from you. We don’t 
want to live by feelings but by faith. Help us not to take matters into our own hands. We choose to trust 
you and be faithful in prayer. Amen 
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Message from Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
Bev Vietor 
Gospel Greetings from Penny. 
How do you like my new winter outfit?? It is my warm winter look, thanks to 
designer/seamstress Lana Sullivan, President of Mt. Olive, Folsom, Zone 19. It is snowy 
and cold in the mountains where I live, so it nice to be dressed warm. My new clothes 
came with a lovely, encouraging card signed by each of the ladies of Mt. Olive LWML. 
I want to be like Martin Luther…nail important message to the church doors. My message 
to all you wonderful LWML ladies is THANKS for sharing your talents in so many ways 
with your church, LWML societies and the world in so many different ways. What you do 
does not have to be big, on a grand scale, expensive or publicized. Even small items, 
like a handwritten note can have huge impacts. All the quilts you talented ladies make 
warms the soul and bodies of many and show the Lord’s compassion. The bonus, all 
your gifts are wrapped in prayers. 

We are one, we are LWML ladies sharing the gospel of Jesus in so many ways. 
Penny knows you will share the gospel with many in unique ways this ADVENT season. 

LWML CNH Special Focus Ministries: 
Where Are They Now? Updates from our Steinbeck Scholarship Recipients: 
October 4, 2021 
Dear Lori, 
Thank you for your email! It's wonderful to hear that you are still 
contacting the missionary kids and working with the LWML! It's 
also good to hear that you are doing well and were able to have 
those surgeries and continue sharing God's Word with the lady you 
care for. 
We've all been very busy these days. Eli took a job at the seminary 
in Fort Wayne Indiana working as Coordinator of International 
Students and Assistant Registrar. He's been busy learning his new 
job and getting started on a new academic year. Helping international students get into the US and get settled 
has been a wild ride. We moved here this Summer and are finally getting settled into a routine. Rachel is staying 
home with Enoch who is 16 months old. He seems to have endless 
energy ����. We're also expecting another little boy this coming 

January, so please keep Rachel and the 
baby in your prayers. You are welcome 
of course to share with all the LWML 
ladies about our move and what we're up 
to. 
Here are also some pictures! 
God's Blessings, 
Eli, Rachel, and Enoch James 
(Rachel (nee) Paul and Eli James were 2016 
& 2018 recipients at Concordia U Chicago) 
 
 

 
(More Steinbeck Scholarship Recipient updates next page)  

Pastor Michael and Jen-Yi "Irene" Paul with 
first grandson Enoch, Rachel, and Eli 
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(Steinbeck Scholarship Recipient updates continued) 
Oct 7, 2021 
Hello! 
I am enjoying my sophomore year; although, I’m not enjoying how fast 
it’s gone by already! Yes, I am planning on continuing at CUNE next Fall. 
COVID-19 has had some effect on classes and events here, but 
thankfully  (this being small-town Nebraska) the restrictions are not very 
disruptive. I was sent to quarantine for a week due to exposure at the 
beginning of this semester, but the number of cases has gone down 
since then. 
This semester I’m taking Greek. It’s easily my favorite class and certainly 
my most difficult as well, but I’m always happy to be learning another new language. I also work part-time for 
the theatre department here at Concordia. 
I’ve attached a picture of our in-process construction of the set for A Murder is Announced by Agatha Christie. 
The performance is coming up soon. 
Thank you for reaching out to me and thank you for all the work you and the LWML ladies do! 

Blessings on your fall season, Eleanor Clausing (2020 recipient) 
Oct 24, 2021 
Hello, 
It has indeed been a big year, and not just because of COVID-19! As you know, my greatest passion is 
storytelling—I feel that is the biggest element of my calling in life. I originally pursued that in the Animation 
program here at Concordia University Chicago, and when that faltered, I switched to a Theatre major. 
I have been incredibly in love with the theatre community here at Concordia. Highly gifted and caring instructors 
gave me the chance to put my best foot forward in my studies. A loving and fun group of students gave me 
more sense of community than I could ever hope for. Despite the struggles and challenges as early 2020 hit us 
with lockdown and social distancing, we were nevertheless able to power through in both our education and 
artistic achievement. Socially-distanced theatre and filmmaking is difficult, but not impossible! We made the 
absolute most of our situation, producing three short films and a work of derived theatre over Zoom between 
2020 and 2021. 
Sadly, these good things did not last. In the middle of the school year, December of 2020, Concordia University 
Chicago announced without warning the ending of the Theatre department, among others, in a process of 
“prioritization.” All theatre faculty were separated from the school and a thriving community was effectively 
crippled. Almost all my friends have transferred to other Universities—freshmen and sophomores who eagerly 
applied to the school, uninformed of the changes that were to come, were perhaps even more devastated than I. 
It is a bit depressing to see the fallout from this situation, and certainly heartbreaking to hear that one’s passion 
is not “priority.” I hope you will agree with me that, as children of God, the need for stories in our lives is not to 
be understated. Indeed, Christ himself used parables to speak of the Kingdom of God. These parables, and 
indeed all stories, I believe, provide a valuable function as we live our lives: They give us pause, a moment to 
“step back” and see the greater story of God’s plan for us throughout history. The spiritual drama of God’s 
kingdom isn’t something that is obscure or far away, but right here and now in our living rooms, kitchens, and 
streets. Even the smallest of stories we tell, fictional or not, is a chance for us as Christians to remind ourselves 
and one another of the grace of God that has been bestowed on us. 
As of this writing, I am eight weeks into my senior year. Unlike many in my community, I have elected to stay 
at Concordia, though this was not an easy decision to make. I feel a great need for a break from education, 
especially due to the pandemic, so I won’t be starting towards a masters quite yet. As I prepare to graduate in 
May, I have to admit my gratitude for your support over the past four years. Thank you so much! You’ve been 
there for me, and in a world like ours, that’s a big and important step we all have to take for each other. 

Blessings, Emil Clausing (2018 and 2020 recipient) 



SAVE THE DATE! 
 

LWML CNH ~ One-Day Regional Event 
 

This district-wide event is open to everyone!  
 

 
“In His Time – What We Can Learn from Life’s Interruptions” 

 

“Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is  
the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”  

Proverbs 19:21 NIV 
 

Saturday, April 23, 2022 
 

9:00 am – Registration & Continental Breakfast 
9:30 am - 4:00 pm – Bible Study, Singing & Fellowship 

 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

38451 Fremont Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536 
 

Bible Study Leader: Judy Huber 
 

Did you miss the LWML CNH Summer Retreat?   
If so, we’re bringing Judy Huber to the Bay Area to share the inspirational  

and thought-provoking Bible study presented at the retreat.  
 

Let’s study God’s Word, sing praises to our Lord,  
and finally… get together, in-person, with our sisters-in-Christ!  

 
(All Covid-19 protocols will be followed.) 

 
 

Registration Fee: $15.00 
 

A continental breakfast, beverages, and dessert will be provided. 
Bring your own lunch! 

 
This event is hosted by LWML CNH Zones 2, 8 and 18. 

 
Watch for more details!  Registration begins in January 2022! 
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News from Zone 2 - Concordia 
Zion Lutheran LWML, Piedmont, has been blessed for many years, to be led by Barbara Van Fossen. Barbara 

decided to retire from the presidency. This year, 2021, yes in the middle of the 2020 
pandemic, Zion LWML ladies voted, unanimously, for Becky McFarland as President of Zion 
LWML. Becky often reads scripture on LWML Sundays, assists at boutiques, attends LWML 
events and brings goodies to LWML meetings. She has also attended regional conferences 
and was Barbara’s roommate at National convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Becky 
remains an active soprano in choir and enjoys bringing “new recipes” for her brothers and 
sisters at Zion to enjoy. 
Becky looks forward following in the BIG footsteps of Barbara. 
Please welcome Becky on board. 

 
News from Zone 3 - North San Joaquin 
Cathey King, President 
While I quarantined with a positive Covid test, St Peter LWML hosted Zone 3 to a fabulous (I heard this over 
and over) Fall Rally on Saturday October 16.  

The devotion led by Pastor Tim Blau had a Wizard of Oz 
theme that was enhanced by the Sparklers, a group of 
neighborhood girls who spend time at the St Peter 
School playground.  
Rally attendees then began their mission work, making 
witness bracelets for MOST Ministries and neck scarves, 
baskets, and cards for Lodi House, a local women’s 
shelter. 
Facing a large world map, ladies chose a mission grant 
to pray for and added their name to the location on the 
map. The members will pray for that specific mission 
for the entire grant biennium. They were excited to see 
how widespread the LWML mission field is! 
After a delicious brunch there was a speaker from Lodi 
House sharing the mission and work of their program. 
Rev Jeff Morey, our pastoral counselor, dedicated a 
large in-gathering for Lodi House graduates. 

 
My love and thanks goes out 
to all my LWML sisters, 
especially Vice President 
Cheryl Santos, for 
shouldering on without this 
leader! I am very sorry to 
have missed such a busy 
and fruitful event. Great job, 
Everyone! 

Pastor Tim Blau and the Sparklers present the opening devotion 

St Peter, Lodi president, Roxan Schwab welcomes the ladies. 
Zone 3 Vice President Cheryl Santos is seen in the background. 
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Greetings from Zone 7 – Mt. Diablo  
In the last Joyful Servant, I reported that several circumstances made it necessary for us to postpone our 2021 
Fall Event.  We decided to move the plans forward and are now looking forward to our 2022 Spring Event! The 
Women of Faith, in Pleasant Hill were able to roll their plans forward from this fall to a new pending date this 
coming spring. All systems are “Go!” Room A, sponsored by Hillcrest Congregational Church in Pleasant Hill will 
send a speaker for our Event. They provide clothing and food for the needing in the community. A theme, Bible 
verse, and Bible Study are pending. We are eager to attend this event in person! 
The last week of October I held a casual Zoom meeting with several of our Zone 7 board members. It has been 
quite some time since we have gotten together so we decided to just catch up with each other. It was a small 
gathering (only four 0f us), but wonderful Christian fellowship. We each shared a favorite Bible verse: Genesis 
15:1, Isaiah 43:1-2*, Psalm 46:10, and Romans 14:13. Look them up, they all seem to have a somewhat 
common thread. We also shared a special event from the past several months: a new grandson (#3), 
improvement after 5 months of recovery from surgery, a trip to see family and remember good times with a 
spouse now with the Lord, and realization that our “Bucket List” has already been created for us by God! We 
shared, cared, and laughed, closing our meeting in prayer. We are going to do this again in mid-November and 
encourage other Zone 7 gals to join us. 
Many of our societies are older and smaller, but still mighty! In the past I have tried to report on all Zone 7 
societies/churches. Many are less active, mostly due to the pandemic, but still committed to collecting Mites and 
holding Bible studies. With this issue I will begin focusing on one society/church per issue, but still include any 
highlights on the others that might have special events going on. 
News from Our Savior Lutheran Church in Livermore, Susan Contreras reporting: 

Six women sent 120 quilts to Lutheran World Relief this October . Many of the tops 
were made by a skilled 89-year-old woman who often makes seven tops a week. 
Four Sewing Kits were also donated. We were blessed by donations of fabric from many 
people and a huge gift of quality yardage from the Amador Valley Quilt Guild. The 
quilters also prepared some quilts to be raffled at our November Boutique, as well as 
a sensational Christmas tree wall hanging with ornaments attached. We will donate the 
money received to help fund the trip to the National LCMS Youth Conference to be held 
July of 2022. 

Beth Young has been skillfully leading our women in another Beth Moore Bible study, “Stepping Up: A journey 
through the Psalms of Ascent.” Beth has been mastering the art of Zoom technology so that the group can blend 
a live group with an online group, one of whom participates from Germany. 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Concord continues with weekly Monday morning Zoom gatherings to keep 
connected, celebrated LWML Sunday and Pastor Appreciation in October, are busy planning the Corner Café as 
part of Holiday Hutch the first weekend in November and will host a “Christmas Giving Tree” for the needy with 
Lutheran Social Services in December.  A Christmas gathering will depend on the trend of Covid guidelines. 
Whatever the challenges our societies face, the Lord is always with us.  We draw our guidance, strength, and 
creativity from Him.  The LWML website has some great resources too.  Check them out! 
Serving the Lord with gladness, 
Cherylene Brueckner, Zone 7 President 
*But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,  and the flame 
shall not consume you.  Isaiah 43:1-2 

http://www.lwml.org/
http://www.lwml.org/
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News from Zone 8 - Peninsula 
submitted by Marilyn Taddey, Zone 8 Publicity 
On Saturday, 10/23/2021, Zone 8 Peninsula held their Fall Gathering at Grace Lutheran Church in San Mateo, CA. 
This was the first “in-person” gathering of the Zone for over a year due to COVID19 restrictions. The women of Grace 
provided a very “welcoming” setting for our gathering with Fall colors on the tables and DELICIOUS choices for 
“something sweet” with our coffee on our arrival. 
Rev. Noland led the group in a Bible Study on “CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND COMPASSION” based on Ps. 51:1-2 “Have 
mercy on me O Lord according to your great compassion, blot out my transgressions , wash away all my iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sins.” and Acts 6:1-7 (where 7 were chosen to meet the needs of the poor). He shared instances 
where Jesus showed compassion (feeding of the 5000) and taught His disciples what it meant to “have compassion” 
not just on those of your own background but reaching out to other communities and beliefs who are in need. 
The scheduled presentation for the day by Bethesda Luth. Ministries was canceled at last time and so Rev. Fajardo of 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Pacifica graciously agreed to present information on the International and Hispanic 
Ministry of LCMS done thru the Board of International Missions (BOIM). of which he currently serves. 
He shared the background of his personal call to the ministry of LCMS after growing up in Mexico as son of a Lutheran 
pastor, attending U. of Texas to study engineering and how God called him to the ministry of the LCMS and to 
involvement in the BOIM. He showed us a video presentation of the BOIM in which current Nigerian men who are 
being trained to be Pastors on their continent shared the concerns of teaching the Christian faith to native men who 
have not been raised in the Christian faith but were called to become pastors in the mission field of their homeland. 
Very crucial in this training is the availability of the printed Word (Bibles) and the catechism and other theological 
books in their own language. 
After we all enjoyed our BYO Lunches, we adjourned to the zone business meeting to further discuss various zone 
matters, including reports on the Zone 8’s Morning of Prayer, update on current mite offerings and the urgent need 
to encourage people to support Mission Grants. It was mentioned that we are behind in collections more than 
$100,000 that must be collected prior to March 31, 2022. The fact that the Zone 8 board has several vacant positions 
was discussed and the ladies were encouraged to prayerfully consider filling one of the openings. 
submitted by Shirley Gangelhoff, Grace Lutheran Church LWML President 
Grace Lutheran Church, San Mateo has a quilting day once a month. These quilts are sent to Dakota Boys and Girls 
Ranch in North Dakota, where at-risk children are helped to succeed in the name of Christ, and to the Fort Wayne 
and St Louis Seminaries. Baby quilts go to the Ronald McDonald House in Sacramento. 
submitted by Lori Fisher, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Pacifica Dorcas Society, VP 
Our last monthly meeting for 2021 will be the 11/7 following our divine service. Here we will be making our plans for 
our 12/5 Christmas Potluck, the last fundraiser of the year for our Love Gift recipients: 
♥ LCMS International Missionaries in Bucharest, Romania - Rev Andrew and Megan Fedder 
♥ Pacifica Meals on Wheels - The MOW program delivers scratch-cooked meals Monday-Friday to Pacifica’s 60+ 

seniors and disabled adults to maintain their independence and stay in their home who are at nutritional risk and 
unable to shop and prepare their own meals. 

♥ Pacific Lutheran Jr & Sr High School, Gardena, California - Lucas Fitzgerald, Principal (former OSLC member) 
♥ Lutheran Braille Workers - Providing the Word of God freely to people who are blind or visually impaired 
♥ Lutheran Heritage Foundation LHF translates, publishes, distributes, and introduces books that are Bible-based, 

Christ-centered and Reformation-driven. Examples:  Luther’s Small Catechism | A Child’s Garden of Verse  LHF 
has published the catechism in more than 90 languages with dozens more requested. In the past decade, LHF 
has published and distributed over 1,000 titles and 3 million Lutheran books to pastors, seminary students, 
missionaries, and churches – all at no cost to them. 

The ladies will be hosting a soup supper to warm our bodies prior to warming our souls during mid-week services this 
Advent Season. 
submitted by Mary Deger Seevers, First Lutheran Church, So San Francisco, FLC-LWML, Treasurer 
Every year FLC-LWML participates in Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child by filling 
Christmas decorated shoe boxes of toys, hygiene & school supplies for children in crisis all over 
the world. This year National Collection Week was Nov. 15-22. and once again, our LWML covered 
the postage for all the shoe boxes collected. Unable to pack a shoe box yourself this year? A variety 
of options are available to you through Build a Shoe box Online at www.samaritanspurse.org 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
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News from Zone 9 – Central Coast 
Our ladies have been busy indeed, whether working as a group or individually from home.  This has been a very 
difficult time with the Virus and all, however our ladies are very dedicated to their Lord and mindful of serving 
Him with Joy and Gladness. 
The ladies at Zion, in San Luis Obispo, have been making “Days for Girls” kits, collecting food for the 
Salvation Army and Food Bank, supporting a Seminary Student, collecting their Mites, make up Treat Plates for 
members who are shut-ins and widow(er)s.  They also host a “Spring Tea” fellowship each year. 
The ladies of Peace, Arroyo Grande, make regular visits to shut-ins, make up supply bags for the homeless, 
sew Little Dresses for Africa, donate food for the Food Bank, serve at People’s Kitchen, support and help with 
Preschool Activities, serve on the Prayer Cart for preschoolers and their parents, donate Mites for Missions, 
Christian books for the local Social Services Offices, as well as holding Rummage Sales with profits going towards 
Missions and local needs.  We  recently hosted the Fall Zone 9 Rally for 2021. 
The ladies of Bethany, Lompoc, have been very busy boxing up 75 quilts, 40 Baby Care kits, and 50 school 
kits for Lutheran World Relief.  They also put together 12 Teachers kits and sewed 15 pillowcase dresses for the 
Orphan Grain Train.  They made 136 lap quilts for local nursing homes and over 300 Sani Panis for Little Dresses 
for Africa as well as sewing drawstring backpacks for Christmas Child boxes. 
All these ladies are Serving the Lord with Gladness. I am so proud of what they are doing and all that they have 
accomplished. 
In His Service, 
Carol Sanden – Zone 9 President 

News from Zone 10 – Sierra Nevada 
Zone 10 has not met in-person yet, but they are still collecting the Mites from their congregations. 

News from Zone 11 – Hawai’i 
“Continuing God’s Mission in Unusual Times” was the theme for LWML’s Zone 11 zoom event held on November 
6 and 13 with invitations sent throughout the CNH District.  Attendees selected one of the two days to attend.  
There was time for small groups, for singing, and for listening to two speakers.  Thirty-four people attended.  
Pastor Bob Smith, serving as interim pastor at Messiah Lutheran in ‘Ewa Beach, spoke on prayer.  Prayer is not 
a technique.  There are no rules.  Prayer is centered around a relationship with Jesus.  Stop, rest, relax – Jesus 
is listening. He has written two books: Keep Me from Evil, Harm and Fear (2004) and Keep Me and Keep All (2011) 

Pastor Uchel Naito from Good Shepherd in Honolulu spoke on the history of the Palauan congregation in Honolulu 
and its relationship with Good Shepherd.  It all started with one lady from Good Shepherd who met a lady from 
the Palauan community.  A relationship formed and resulted in Bible studies for Palauans.  By 2004 a missionary 
arrived in Hawaii from Palau,  He became a Lutheran pastor for the Palauan congregation. 
Following the zoom events, participants’ comments were enthusiastic about seeing so many beloved ones in 
Christ all at once.  Carol’s prayer (she joined from Hong Kong) was “may God continue to bless all the LWML 
work you do for it assists to proclaim the Gospel all over the world”. 
Sharon Self remembered how Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pacifica, CA supported a man training to be a pastor 
at the seminary – that man was Pastor Les Self.  He is currently serving as interim pastor at Good Shepherd in 
Honolulu. 
Avis commented that the participants’ experiences noted during the small group Ice Break session expanded her 
thinking about God’s mission for each of us.  Pastor Bob Smith’s presentation offered lots of room for us to grow. 
Dinnie Kysar, Secretary 
LWML Zone 11 - Hawaii 
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News From Zone 12 – North Sacramento 
Submitted by Sandra Clark, President 
Let us all rejoice in thanksgiving for the Dedication this summer of the re-opening of the worship 
center at Our Savior in Paradise. Continue to keep them in prayer as they REBUILD their mission and ministry 
in their home and community. May the Lord continue to bless the mission outreach there and among us also. 
"Grant to those who morn in Zion - to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 
called 0aks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified". Isaiah 61:3-4 
THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES WE LIVE WITH THE PROMISES THAT GOD IS EVER BEFORE US IN THE WORD. Keep 
moving forward as His light shines and brings us Love, Peace Joy and Hope to "Serve the Lord With Gladness" 
Pray with us as we reach out to the women that do not have a formal LWML at their churches but continue a 
personal commitment to Lutheran Women in Mission with mites and attendance at LWML functions.  
The Zone 12 October Fall Gathering hosted by the ladies of St Paul, Red Bluff was a day of spiritual growth in 
prayer, thanksgiving, fellowship and sharing in mission outreach with a special servant event helping to fill GIFT 
BAGS for Navy SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN who head out to the seas in Naval vessels. The list of items included 
heavy stockings, foot powder, innersoles, chap stick, personal toiletry items, and individually wrapped snack 
treats. The ingathering will be given to Navy Chaplain Ross Engel as part of his ministry in reaching out to all 
the personnel during their long stay at sea. 
LWML ladies at Trinity, Redding brought a great idea to the rally. A table was set up to be the "Mercantile Mite 
Store" Women brought useful items they no longer needed from their homes. It included a variety of home 
decor, books, plants, bulbs, etc (thinking ahead to add baked goods next time.) The treasures filled the table 
and sold for the price of a DONATION TO THE MITE BOX. What a great way to clean our homes and give back 
this easy way. 

News From Zone 13 – North Coast 
St. Mark’s, Ferndale 
Last month on LWML Sunday, two quilts completed by our busy quilters 
were dedicated. Thank you to our local LWML leaders Peggi Lawrence 
and Beverly Givens and the ongoing work of the quilt makers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s note: While visiting St Mark’s I noticed their 
beautiful LWML bulletin board that Beverly keeps 
updated. 

Does your LWML have a dedicated bulletin board? 
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News from Zone 14 – Redwood Empire 
Our Great Mites Harvest concluded on the first Sunday of October. The 
societies are sending September's total of almost $900. This is another way 
we join hands as a zone to work together and be aware of each other. That 
Sunday we also celebrated L.W.M.L. missions. Officers recently elected were 
installed during the church service. 
A THRIVENT sponsored Servant Event for Zone 14 was held on 30 October 
2021 at St. Mark in Santa Rosa. The day began with "How to Organize a 
Bean Soup Luncheon". Choosing a mission topped the list of steps needed 
to ready for serving the congregation at a "Dine In" luncheon plus lunches 
"To Go". We covered all other aspects of organization: committee, duties, 
menu, decor, setup, review and more. Then we broke into groups: 
1 to bag the ten bean varieties 

2 to make Veterans/Thanksgiving cards 
for active military and families 

 
 
 
 
3 to continue work on lap quilts. 
PHOTOS BY CHARLOTTE GRECH 
The lapquilts are colorful. The crayon-
colored cards are extraordinarily 

cheerful. The beaned bags are ready for sale with a recipe card and a bow. Two churches took home bags of 
beans to sell as mission projects. St. Mark will hold their Bean Soup Luncheon on 14 November, benefitting 
Redwood Gospel Mission (a local ministry to help those in need of shelter and spread the word that JESUS 
SAVES), and Share Our Wealth (an emergency fund at St. Mark for those in need, COVID or fire victims). We 
thank THRIVENT for their support to help our mission work. 
Ladies continue to further the new societies at Faith in Sonoma and Ukiah. We are vigilant in our work with all 
of the churches. Please pray for the seeds that are sown to sprout, root and shoot! 
Laura Lynn Ledson, 
Zone 14 President.  

News from Zone 15 – Central San Joaquin 
For several weeks under the 
guidance of Chris Squire, 
Emmanuel’s Women of 
Grace  and church members 
have been collecting items 
to send to Samaritans Purse 
outreach. The ladies have 
been assembling boxes filled with needed items and toys for children from 
toddlers to preteens. They will be taken to a local distribution center and 
forwarded on to a main center for dispersing to many countries. 
Cheryl Dies, President, Emmanuel LWML, Clovis 
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News from Zone 19 – East Sacramento 
Mt. Olive, Folsom 

In November the LWML society at Mt. Olive in 
Folsom has organized Franklin Graham’s 
Operation Christmas child. In the past a local Girl 
Scout troop helped with packing the toys, school 
supplies, and hygiene items for children. On Nov. 
9th we were able to pack 65 boxes with the help 
of the congregation and Thrivent.  They are on 
the altar for Sunday, Pastor Carlos will bless them 
and the recipients before they are picked up on 
Monday by Samaritan's purse representative. 

A week after Thanksgiving LWML will be 
selling authentic German style decorated 
gingerbread cookies. Inge will be baking and 
decorating the cookies.  Proceeds from bake 
sale to go to missions. 

 
 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Jackson 

The Ladies celebrating LWML Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cindy Gagnebin is "Ima Mite" and 
Debra Kapic is "Ima Might" in the 

LWML Sunday Skit 

Judy Schneider and Debra Kapic 

L-R Marilyn, Lana, Jeanie, Karen, Janet, June, Inge, and Corinne 
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MESSIAH, Citrus Heights 
LWML SUNDAY 

Praise God for a meaningful LWML Sunday 2021 on October 24. Our members braved 
heavy God-sent rain to get there. Some of our ladies, led by cross-bearer Adelia Stephens, 
processed in as we had done for many years in the past. We greeted, ushered, read, and 
handed out our brand new LWML brochure, national mission grant goals, and Mustard 
Seed devotions. It was a nice surprise to have Sharon playing for the service. 
The service and sermon reflected the purpose of LWML and why we support their mission. 
We thank Pastor Stephens for further explaining the symbolism of the current logo, which 
includes our baptism, as featured on this year’s banner. 

Our Hearts in His Hand” was the theme for LWML Sunday 2021 “and is based on Peter’s first letter to persecuted 
Christians in Asia Minor. In chapter 4:8, Peter tells them, “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly”. The heart 
of the LWML is its members; our hearts have been made holy by God. We are fully dedicated to serving Him, by 
serving His Church at home and abroad. Our hearts for Christ are in His hand of service, wherever and when He has 
need of us.” (Source: LWML.org) 
“For where two or three are gathering together in my name, there am I the midst of them”. Matt 18:20. We never 
know how many ladies will be at our meeting each month. But we don’t worry about it. We recite the LWML pledge, 
sing our LWML songs, Pastor Morris leads a short Bible study, and we share one or two Mustard Seed devotions. 
No matter how many attendees we have: three, four, five or more, we are always blessed. Each month always turns 
out to be the best meeting, with the perfect mix of memories and words of wisdom brought out during the meeting, 
members personal connections to our zone Mite grant recipients, and how God has been active in their lives. 
We have had a treat lately. One of our men, Dave, has been attending, adding a lot to our meetings, giving a new 
perspective on what we do. His mother was a devoted LWML member, he is carrying on her family tradition.  
Messiah and LWML members have been participating in Operation Christmas Child for five years, even during the 
pandemic. Despite being a small congregation, we are mighty when it comes to taking on a cause which serves our 
Lord. Our ladies and gentlemen come through. Watch for report with photos in the next issue. 
Finally, one of our members, Dolores Groth, who loved LWML, passed away in September. The family requested any 
donations in her memory be made to LWML for its local missions. We have received $370 to date and a pending 
donation of $1,000 which is in the works. We are so blessed by these funds which will lighten the donation shortfall 
being experienced throughout our zone due to the pandemic.  
Our sites are now on the Fall Rally on December 4 at the new St. Matthews. 
 

SAVE THE DATE…for our “Winter” meetings in Livermore: 
Friday, Feb. 25, 2022, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., EC meeting in-person and on Zoom. 

Hopefully, dinner will be at a local restaurant if they can accommodate our group. 
Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022, BOD meeting 9:30 a.m. continental breakfast 

(EC, Zone Presidents/Contacts, Linda Patel, Amy Vang), 
Meeting from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., in-person and on Zoom. 
Lunch will be served. 

SUBMISSIONS FOR SPRING NEWSLETTER 
APPRECIATED BY January 15th 

Email submissions to Lori Fisher at 
dudettefisher@sbcglobal.net 

cell: 650-922-0998 

mailto:dudettefisher@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dudettefisher@sbcglobal.net
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