Spring 2021

President’s Message

Dear LWML sisters and brothers,
We thank the Lord for bringing
us through a very difficult year
and look forward to new
beginnings and new adventures in
a world that is reeling from the
unrest that surrounds us and the
long-term effects of the
pandemic.

The Presidents Assembly was going to meet in Lexington,
Kentucky, for the Winter meeting, but instead met via Zoom on January 21 and 22.
Plans are moving ahead to convene in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24 through June 27, 2021. The registration
forms and all of the information you need can be found in the Winter 2020 edition of the Lutheran Women’s
Quarterly or you may go to the lwml.org website, go to the News and Events tab and click on Convention
Central. The early discounted registration ($150) for the convention opens on February 1.
For some it may be difficult to travel, so the convention proceedings will be livestreamed.
As we prepare for the convention and according to the LWML CNH District Bylaws, we may send up to two
(2) Young Woman Representatives (YWRs) to the convention in Lexington. All expenses (air fare, room and
board, registration, meals, and ground transportation) are paid from the LWML CNH General Fund. The
purpose of encouraging young women to participate is to produce and facilitate the Young Woman
Representative (YWR) program for the LWML Convention. It is also to energize and mentor younger women
to connect and grow in relationships as sisters in Christ. It also helps to equip and encourage young women to
become more involved in their congregation and the mission of the LWML. I encourage you to identify the
young women in your groups and encourage them to come and be a part of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League.
The deadline for the YWR application is March 1. If you have any questions, our Vice-president of Special
Focus Ministries, Rebecca Weisshahn, is available to help with the process.
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The Winter Executive Committee and Board of Directors meetings will be held the third week in February, and
they will be held online. I look forward to meeting with these wonderful women who continue to be resilient
and resourceful during these most difficult times.
Plans for the LWML CNH District Convention in 2022 in Sparks, Nevada, are underway. Our Vice-president
of Convention Planning, Roxan Schwab, has started the process and has already met with the ladies in Zone 10
to regroup and restart the plans to host us in June 2022.
I ask you to keep all of us in your prayers as we continue to make plans for these next couple of years. I must
confess that it has been disheartening to have to cancel event after event. We really don’t know what will
happen, but we move forward trusting that our Lord Jesus is leading and guiding us all the time.
I am encouraged by St. Paul’s words in Romans 5:1-5: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into
this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
As God’s love is poured into your hearts, may you grow in your faith and, in spite of the troubles and the
unknown, be spurred on to share Jesus’ message and serve wherever you are.
Rejoicing in hope of the glory of God,
Martha E Dubke
LWML CNH District President

********

In your prayers, pray for peace and comfort for Sherry Bell, one of our
LWML CNH sisters. Her husband, Gary Bell, a pastor and former
California-Nevada-Hawaii District Pastoral Counselor, received his crown
of glory on January 23, 2021. If you would like to contact her, you may send
any correspondence to her address:
Sherry Bell
503 Winston Ct.
Benicia, CA 94510
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Christian Life
LaVada Terrell, Vice-President
Many of you have smartphones, tablets, iphones, ipads, and/or android phones. Download the LWML App and
discover so much information and enhance your LWML experience on the go!
According to Joy Anderson, Chairmen, Growth and Development Committee, research shows that there are
about 75 apps installed on the average smartphone, only nine of those see daily use.
The LWML App is full of items that you might have separate apps for already. Did you know there is a Bible
in the app? No need for a separate devotion app — devotions, Bible studies, and a prayer wall are available.
Need information on a mission grant? It’s there along with the League Pledge and songs in case you need them
for quick reference at a meeting or event. Read the LWML President’s Blog and listen to the Podcast LWML
On The Go w
 hile you wait at an appointment.
There are so many things in this app that will assist you in affirming your relationship with the Triune God and
enable you to use your gifts in ministry to the people of the world. Make it your #1 app today!
You will need to accept the permissions the first time you open the LWML App in order to use it.
An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.
Proverbs 18:15

Viewing this on a smartphone or tablet?
With the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League App you’ll always be only a tap away from:
Daily Mustard Seed Devotions
The League Pledge and Songs
LWML Mite Goal Progress
Mission Grant Updates and Thank You’s
Mission Servants Activities
Weekly LWML On the Go Podcasts
The Bible (ESV translation)
LWML Facebook & Twitter posts
Lutheran Women’s Quarterly Bible studies
LWML News
And much more!

If you are on an iPhone or iPad, visit the App Store and search for LWML. Then download it to
your device!

If you are on an Android phone or tablet, visit the Google Play Store and search for LWML.
Then download it to your device!

Spring 2021 ● page 3

+++++++++++++
Besides getting all the above on your phones, you can also find a variety of ways to engage online to keep
updated:
Videos – include Mission Grant updates, Bible studies, convention fun, leadership training. Find these on
lwml.org News and Events/Media.
E-mails – the following can come directly to your email– just by signing up on the bottom of the lwml.org
page:
2-Minute Tuesdays
eNews
Leadership Tips
LWML General News Mailing List
Mustard Seed Devotions
ShopLWML Specials
Blogs – Here you will find resources and personal musings from the LWML President on a weekly basis.
Read online or subscribe to receive these posts in your email inbox.
++++++++++++
I’ve only touched on one little bit of the information you can find on lwml.org. I encourage you to continue to
explore the website. I’ll bring you more items next newsletter.
May God bless us all richly in this new year. He will protect and guide us on whatever the year has in store for
us.

SAVE THE DATE
LWML CNH Retreat – August 27-29, 2021
Look for the Retreat Package in March/April
Group shot
from 2019
LWML CNH
Retreat at
Episcopal
Conference
Center in
Oakhurst
(ECCO)
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Gospel Outreach
Bev Vietor, Vice-President
Our mites are funding a variety of grants this biennium, including sewing machines for Kenyan
Deaconesses, several programs for a variety of disabilities, and outreaches to the hungry, poor and lost
of the world. Check out our website and familiarize yourself and your society with all the various 22
grant projects. For the first time we have a grant in a new arena…Washington DC-Grant #9 Leadership
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty - $5000. Here is the grant summary ballot information (May 2020):
The American culture is becoming increasingly hostile to Christians and the Christian church. The LCMS,
through the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL) will monitor and protect First Amendment rights and
equip Lutherans and the Lutheran organizations to educate future generations about serving God through
vocations in government, law and public policy. America still maintains the wisdom of the first Amendment
Religious Liberty as a fundamental reality for a healthy society. Christians need to exercise those rights and
responsibilities not only for the sake of the society but also for the sake of the public proclamation of the
Gospel itself. The mission of LCRL is to ignite and fuel a Lutheran response to increasing intrusion by the
government in the realm of the church while educating and equipping LCMS members and organizations in
support of marriage, life and religious liberty. LCRL fills the gap in educating leaders, congregations and
students attending Concordia Universities. Pastor Seltz, former Lutheran Hour speaker, is the Executive Director
working in Washington DC. The funds will be used to offset leadership and educational programs.

On Tuesday, January 12, 2021, Dr. Gregory Seltz sent the following in an email:
At a time when we at the LCRL seek to be truth tellers for the sake of our culture (even reconcilers at this
moment), we received this notice. REJECTED. Please read for yourself our statement about last week’s
violence, indeed all the violence of the past several months. Presently, views that are honorably and
clearly stated, such as support for the institution of the family, the sanctity of life, the limitation of
government in our lives, the freedom to educate our children in the virtues of the Scriptures, and our
liberties to worship God faithful to the whole counsel of the Scripture….such things that run counter to
the secular puritanizing of our culture are increasingly demeaned, ridiculed, and now de-platformed. We
will continue to be 2KG people who seek the truth of God’s preserving and saving Word in love, speak the
truth of God’s word in love, and serve others the way that God in Christ serves and leads us. Coming is the
day when even the latter will be ridiculed….but fear not, Christians of all ages have seen the power of
God’s word to transform and direct lives even through the greatest of storms. May that wisdom be ours at
this moment for the sake of our culture and for the mission of the Church.
Yes, how exciting, our mites are going for battles on the frontlines. You may want to receive Dr. Seltz’s
weekly emails, Word from the Center. To subscribe to the email to LCRLFreedom, contact
gregory.seltz@lcrlfreedom.org.
The mission fields of our LCMS pastors and workers are increasingly hostile and dangerous no matter
where the location. Please remember to pray for the grant leaders and workers as you are dropping
your mites into your mite boxes.

Mites giving is a bit weak, thus far we have collected in the 38% of this biennium only 27% of our mites
grant goal for biennium. Look around and pick up the spare coins and bills in your wallet, on the table, in
your pockets and purse.
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Convention Planning
Roxan Schwab, Vice-President

2022 C0NVENTION NEWS!
Save the Date: June 10-12, 2022
(NOTE: Date is in June due to chance of snow over the pass for travelers)

Nugget Casino Resort, Sparks, NV

Convention Theme:

Trust in God’s Timing
Convention Objectives:
All women will leave the convention knowing;
●
●
●
●

God’s timing is perfect
We can trust in God at all times
We can praise and pray at all times
We are prepared to share the good news of Jesus

Christ!

Convention Goal:
To be assured of God’s timing
Convention Bible Verse:
Psalms 62:8 RSV: Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.

We have signed a contract with the convention center, they honored the 2020 prices and commitments!

We may know intellectually that God’s timing is perfect, but when He makes us wait or when we feel
He isn’t paying attention in our time of distress, we might doubt. Yet the Bible shows God is the
master of dramatic timing—for our good! by Mike Bennett www.lifehopeandtruth.com

I am trusting in God’s timing and the convention planning committee is committed to bring you a
God-pleasing convention.
More information to come!
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LWML NEWS
Lutheran

Women’s Missionary League
39th Biennial Convention

June 24–27, 2021• Lexington, Kentucky
RUNNING TO LEXINGTON — Now is the time to make plans to attend the 39th Biennial LWML
Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24–27, 2021! Join your LWML sisters who are “Running the Race
… Looking to Jesus,” the convention theme based on Hebrews 12:1–2. Attendees will be inspired by the
convention goal, “Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord.”

Links to Convention Information
Convention Attendee Information

●
●
●
●
●

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Polo Shirt Order Form see image on this page
LWML 2021 Convention Hotel Links updated 2021-01-07
2021 Golf Flyer
2021 LWML TeeUp4Mites Registration

Delegate and District Information

● 2021 LWML Convention Banner Instructions
Publicity for Convention

● Bulletin Bytes (Word doc)
● Flyer
● Sketch — "Running the Race"
++++++++++++

Seven reasons not to worry from Matt 6:25-34
v 25
v 26
v 27
vs 28-30
vs 31,32
v 33
v 34

The same God who created life in you can be trusted with the details of your life.
Worrying about the future hampers your efforts for today.
Worrying is more harmful than helpful.
God does not ignore those who depend on Him.
Worry shows a lack of faith and understanding of God.
These are real challenges God wants us to pursue, and worrying keeps us from them.
Living one day at a time keeps us from being consumed with worry
++++++++++++
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LCMS NEWS
This is a review of the Making Disciples for Life Conference held virtually January 11-14, 2021. Over 1200
people attended this virtual conference. I (Lynnette Campbell) and many of our LWML sisters attended one or
multiple sessions. LWML President Debbie Larson was a moderator for a spotlight session titled “LWML
Adapts to Restrictions and Serves With Gladness.” I was quite impressed with this session and the entire
conference. Below is a summary of what I gained:
- This was a proof of concept for the LCMS - their research showed that the LCMS may be the only
church body attempting this type of conference
- Purpose of this conference
- Inform the churches about resources and opportunities available to help carry out God’s mission
- Have brothers and sisters in our Synod share with one another resources they know about
- Not spend a lot of money while spreading the information
- Keep this as an ongoing event
My husband, Kent, and I attended 3 sessions each of the 4 nights of the conference and viewed many of the
additional materials offered with the premium conference fee.
Here are some sessions which are free on YouTube:
● Opening Worship and Devotional and Where Are We Now? Assessing Our Congregation’s “New”
Normal - Plenary with Rev. Mark Wood, Director, LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry
○ ( Talk begins at 12min and 35 seconds on the video) S
 ummary - Effectively responding to our
changing context starts with an objective assessment of our strengths and weaknesses as a
congregation. By answering the question “Where are we … really?”, we have a starting point
for addressing the challenges and opportunities of carrying out God’s Mission in whatever our
‘new’ normal may be. The CADDS self-assessment resource provides a no cost, low impact,
consistent, and objective means for LCMS congregations to assess themselves for more
effective disciple making in their contexts.
● Another “New” Normal for the Church - Plenary with Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, President of LCMS
○ Summary - Throughout her history, the Church has faced changing and challenging contexts.
From world wars to pandemics, favored status to persecution, prosperity to poverty, the Church
has prospered under God’s grace through many ‘new’ normals. President Harrison shares his
perspectives on meeting the challenges and opportunities of our newest normal for making
disciples.
● Challenges and Solutions for Addressing Congregational Decline - Spotlight Session with Rev. Dr.
Mark Wood, Director, LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry
○ We live in an era of congregational decline. Church membership and attendance is down across
denominations. Some of the decline is due to demographics and cultural changes, but much of
the decline is due to falling behind changes in our contexts. Learn about resources available to
LCMS congregations at little to no cost for assessing and addressing the issues that are
contributing to congregational decline.
● Adjusting to the “New” Normals for Church Workers - Plenary with Deaconess Tiffany Manor,
Director, LCMS Life Ministry
○ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever, but our society and ministry context
are not. As church workers serve in a changing culture, promoting and nurturing the spiritual,
emotional, and physical well-being of pastors and professional church workers is a LCMS
mission priority. We’re continually listening to church workers express their well-being and
needs in order to provide the support and care that our workers desire. Learn what we’ve heard
and be encouraged that our Lord continues to work through LCMS church workers to make
disciples in our changing world.
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● LWML Adapts to Restrictions and Serves With Gladness - Spotlight Session with Debbie Larson
○ Women of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML), from local congregations to
zones, districts, and on the national level, have found opportunities to serve during the months
of isolation and distance worship. Join LWML President Debbie Larson and members of the
Board of Directors as they share how they have continued to support our churches and church
workers, mission grants, and all women of the LCMS. We look forward to answering questions
and sharing the programs and resources of LWML with you.
● Protecting Your Ministry: What We've Learned - Q&A Session with Rev. Dr. Mark Kiessling and Dr.
Rebecca Schmidt
○ The LCMS Office of National Mission has been working with various groups to understand the
risks that congregations and schools face in a litigious society. Hear about the threats that are
common to the well-being of members, students, and congregations as well as steps that you
can take to protect your ministry.
● The Church After COVID: Challenges and Opportunities of Our "New" Normal - Plenary with Rev.
Robert Zagore, Executive Director, LCMS Office of National Mission
○ COVID has been a terrible disruption to the status quo, but it has provided both opportunities
and challenges. The Office of National Mission has created resources to help congregations and
their leaders to meet the challenges and take advantage of the opportunities.
● Music Evangelism in Every Setting - Spotlight Session with Rev. Richard Resch and Rev. Nathan
Sherrill
○ David's Harp is a center for evangelism and outreach that uses music as the primary means of
communication. A potential Recognized Service Organization of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, David's Harp seeks to work with churches, schools and missions in areas of
ministry revitalization, community engagement and strategic visioning. Combining the creation
of musical resources with a plan for implementation and action, David's Harp provides a
structure for support to ministries at both the national and international levels. David’s Harp
desires that every Christian church, school or mission would see itself as a center for musical
development within its own realm of influence. As such, each ministry could use music as a
vehicle for service, mercy, outreach and growth.
● Short Term Missions - Q&A Session with Erin Alter
○ Not everyone is called or equipped to be a career missionary, but that doesn’t mean that there
aren’t opportunities for people to experience mission work in a foreign land. Short-term
missions vary in length and include a variety of settings. Learn more about short-term mission’s
needs, opportunities, and options.
● Other Resources
○ Every One His Witness
■ Every One His Witness is a relational, contextual Lutheran evangelism program that
teaches you how to witness to your non-churched friends, co-workers, neighbors, and
family members. Using the LASSIE approach to witnessing (listen, ask, seek, share,
invite, and encourage), you will learn how to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in a
natural way with people who are part of your everyday life.
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NEWS from the Zones
Zone 4 - West Sacramento
Town and Country, Sacramento, CA
This year for the Christmas party for LWML at Town and
Country Lutheran church in Zone 4, the 15 ladies that
attended were gifted with a purple face mask made by the
president, Londa. After revealing the secret prayer partners for
the year, the group divided into groups of two to send
Christmas cards to all congregational members. We received
wonderful comments on their efforts and particularly since
they were signed and a personal note was included by the
individual ladies.
We also recognized our 97
year old quilter, Marge
Mann, who has made
approximately 3-5 quilts a
week since the quilters (5
members) started in
2004. We have been a
blessed group over the
years.

Peace Lutheran Church, Sacramento, CA
Since 1992, Orphan Grain Train’s 18 regional branches have delivered more than 63 million pounds of
humanitarian aid to needy people in more than 40 countries on
five continents. Today, Sacramento has its own branch that
gathers and transports clothing, sports equipment, and school
supplies to a central hub in Sparks, Nevada for distribution
around the country and the world. Steve
Magee, manager of the OGT in Reno, is
looking for volunteers to contact local
churches for placement of donation barrels.
Our local drop off center at Town and
Country Lutheran (T&C) church will have
another “sorting” event in the spring to get
the clothing into designated bins and for delivery to Sparks. There is a need for drivers in
the Sacramento area and drivers of a 12-foot U-Haul to Sparks. And especially prayers for
God’s blessing on this ministry. Steve can be contacted at (916) 832-1690. One of our “sorting” days
sponsored by LWML at T&C Zone 4 is depicted in this photo. Lots and lots of clothes but only a fraction of
those sorted that day!
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The LWML of Peace Lutheran Church of Sacramento in conjunction with
their Evangelism committee mailed or delivered Christmas crafts for 38
children of the congregation and preschool which was 30 families. The
Advent Wreath with a layman’s explanation and the manger decoration
were just some of many mailings to our stay-at-home children and
grandchildren. They also mailed graduation cards to 15 college and high
school grads! Most likely they will do that again this graduation season.
Our LWML Quarterly magazines have also been mailed to our ladies.

Zone 5 - South San Joaquin
The LWML at Zion, Terra Bella, has been able to continue with their activities with a few changes for the
pandemic. First, we celebrated LWML Sunday with a special informational write up to our parishioners about
LWML and had Mustard Seeds and other resources available to them after worship. Secondly, our annual
Christmas Bazaar and Luncheon was
held with success. We changed our sit
down luncheon to a take out soup
luncheon and utilized that space to
spread out our homemade wares for sale
so people could shop with distancing.
We were blessed with donations as well
so we could meet our Seminary Student
Support commitments and also have
money for some of our mission focused
Love Gifts.
Our Christmas visits to the shut-ins were very limited this year. Some places
required store-packaged treats instead of our normal homemade treats, so we
adapted where needed. Many places only allowed us to drop off the items, but the recipients were still very
appreciative and they still had personal contact through cards that were given. This gave us another opportunity
to reach to those not as fortunate and to share the Good News of Christ who was born.
We have been able to meet monthly (with the exception of December) as there is room for our small group to
social distance themselves in our Fellowship Hall. Our LWML programs are continuing this year to open our
eyes to the needs of those in our community and how we may be able to serve them. In addition to the social
programs in our communities, we also have those who were affected by the fires in the mountains of our area
and our members and/or neighbors who are struggling with the pandemic. We look forward to this spring to
see how the Lord leads us in service to Him and to share the Gospel with others.
Linda Lynch, President
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Zone 6 - North Bay
Blanket Binders supported by LWML
The ladies of Trinity Lutheran Church in Fairfield, CA, have formed a group called the Blanket Binders; it
began in September 2017 and continues to thrive. The ladies (and sometimes their husbands) meet monthly for
2 hours to enjoy fellowship, laughter, and snacks, all while helping those in need. The group has successfully
donated over 50 blankets and 20 teddy bears, to the needy through Lutheran Social Services. LWML has
donated the funds needed to buy the fleece and have stepped in to help when needed.

Left to right (pic taken before January 2020)
Lori Garot, Connie Erwin, Mary Ann Steingass,
Susan Haase, ClaRene Lucky, Brenda Stripling

The tags included with each blanket

Mary Ann Steingass

Blanket and teddy bears done

Blankets to be donated

Priscilla Fein

Gloria Queen

Susan Haase

The head coordinator, Susan Haase, supplies the scissors, rulers, and pencils. Susan also takes all the blankets
to Lutheran Social Services in Concord, CA. along with the help of her husband, Richard. There was also a
donation of many scissors made by one of our LWML ladies, Betty Gebers. Others who cannot make it
monthly come by to lend a hand and purchase fleece to donate to the group.
To complete this outreach - each blanket is measured, the sides are cut in strips, and tied to finish it. The
dedication to help those in need through these ladies is such a wonderful treasure that truly blessed Trinity
Lutheran. Submitted by Lori Garot and Susan Haase, LWML
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Zone 7 - Mt. Diablo

January 2021 greetings from Zone 7. It’s a new year! The Christmas decorations are all put away and the
Christmas card list is updated, but I can still hear the notes of “Joy to the World” ringing in my ears. Joy!
After the year just ended, we so hoped for joy to come bouncing in on January 1, 2021. But where is it? The
pandemic is still with us, civil unrest is not waning, we are looking at strong signs of a drought, this morning a
fire raged in Ventura County, restaurants are closing, home schooling is the norm, and many suffer from
hunger, unemployment, and homelessness. It is difficult to find joy in the world today. Ah . . . that’s the
problem! We need to look in the WORD, not the world! "Ask and you will receive, and your j oy will be
complete" (John 16:24b).
When I sat down to write this article today, I checked my email first. There it was! Joy! The LWML Daily
devotion (1/15/2021), “Begin with God, He Gives Joy”, was staring me right in the face! Many of you may
have read it, but I am going to share it with you here. Joy is so worth sharing, especially God’s joy that fills us
to the brim even on the darkest of days.
“Begin with God, He Gives J oy”
In the Word
Where do I look for j oy? Consider it pure j oy, … whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance (J ames 1:2–3) .
Of the Word
Dictionary definitions of joy include bliss, delight, and gaiety. These words can define our lives — some of the
time. Scripture encourages us to Rejoice in the Lord always. (Philippians 4:4a) How is it possible to find joy in
a job loss or a failed marriage? Where is the gaiety in an Intensive Care Unit hospital room or at a gravesite?
Who can take delight knowing that war and famine are in the world?
"Ask and you will receive, and your j oy will be complete" (John 16:24b).
Christians define j oy a bit differently than the world does. We understand that our source of j oy comes from
knowing a faithful God who keeps His promises. We realize that, regardless of the circumstance, God is in
control. God is there in the ICU room and at that gravesite; He is on the battlefield and in our homes. He will
support us through failed marriages, job losses, and whatever else the world throws at us. He promises to
bring us to a brighter tomorrow.
Consider it pure joy, … whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance (J ames 1:2–3) .
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Walking with my Lord
Heavenly Lord, in times of adversity help me find the j oy only You can give. I confess that at times I become
disheartened and discouraged. Teach me to keep my eyes on You. Fill me with j oy as I strive constantly to trust
Your Son as my Savior. May I find true joy in all that I do. In Jesus' name. Amen.
Mustard Seed: Begin with God. Authors: Marcia Gomulka, DC’s. Betty Knapp, Myrna Lou Meyer. 13/28
©2007 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 801 Seminary Place Ste. L010, St. Louis, MO 63105.
www.lwml.org
The last time I shared Zone 7 activity with you was in October after our wonderful Fall Event on Zoom. The
holidays overcame us so quickly after that. At Holy Cross we were consumed with trying to fill the voids in
our families, church, and community left by all the pandemic restrictions. Our societies were not meeting and
planning the usual holiday activities, but we found ourselves busy with new things:
● A drive-through treat/food swap in the parking lot on Halloween to launch a November Food Drive for
the Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano Counties. We put this together on short notice, but many kids
enjoyed a bag of treats and we collected 4 overflowing barrels of food for the Food Bank. Joy! Praise
the Lord!
● In mid-November we had a congregational Thanksgiving dinner, ”COVID-19 style”. It was served
no-touch cafeteria style, with over 30 meals picked up or delivered, and 20 masked diners in the
courtyard seated 6 feet apart. Over $700 was raised to fund Christmas gifts for five families through the
Lutheran Social Services of Northern California Angel Tree Holiday gift drive. Joy! Praise the Lord!
● Our Vision Committee and a few additional volunteers crafted a 6’ x 6’ x 5’ lighted Advent Wreath that
stood at our cross at the corner of Alberta Way and Ygnacio Valley Road from the first Sunday in
Advent through Epiphany. It was a beautiful beacon of Light proclaiming Christ our Savior. Joy!
Praise the Lord! If you missed seeing it, I am certain it will become an annual event.
● Pastor Mundinger led us in outdoor Advent, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day services in our
courtyard. He lit the courtyard with luminaries, lights on the trees and buildings, and candles for the
worshippers. Of course, we were adorned with masks, hats, coats, gloves, and blankets, and sat 6 feet
apart by family. Joy! Praise the Lord!
I know we all experienced joy in each of these events!
In closing, I want to share some “joy moments” that have touched my heart.
● Each Monday morning, I go to my computer and meet on Zoom with some of my sisters in Christ at
Holy Cross. We have been dubbed the WoHC Zoom Ladies. We laugh, share, chat, and even pray.
What a joy! Some of our women also meet for Bible class on Zoom. Double joy!
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Joyce,
Marlene,
Idalene
(in Texas)
Nancy,
Cherylene,
Grace

Melarie

●

In March of 2020, one week after the pandemic claimed our lives, my 23-year-old granddaughter
moved to a group home, five miles from her family. She has Autism, and it was time for her to
experience some independent living. I have not seen her very much, but we do text and video chat
sometimes. She likes flowers, so for Christmas I confiscated her empty flowerpots and re-planted them
with red, yellow, and orange flowers (her favorite color is orange). I wanted to do something else for
her, so I painted some rocks! I am not a painter. Most of my art is done with hooks, needles, yarn,
thread, and fabric! Abbi also loves ladybugs – so here are my rocks. She loved them! Joy for Abbi and
Nana!

Zone 7 is anxious to be back in action, “Serving the Lord with gladness.” We have a tentative date and host for
our 2021 Spring Event but are waiting to see what changes come in the next few months. We will have a Zoom
board meeting probably in late February or early March. We pray for God’s direction for us and continue to
claim His wonderful joy!
Blessings,
Cherylene Brueckner (Holy Cross, Concord), LWML Zone 7 President

Zone 9 - Central Coast
When I called the ladies from the different churches in our Zone, I was absolutely amazed at how creative each
group has become as we continue to fellowship with each other and work on mission projects. I believe this
virus we are dealing with has filled us with a deeper faith in our Lord and he is guiding us to reach out in ways
we would never have thought of. Praise the Lord for all of you!!!
Since the beginning of the year, the ladies of Bethany Lutheran Church in Lompoc have made 36 lap quilts
for the nursing homes, 43 large quilts for Lutheran World Relief, 15 school kits, and 16 layettes for the
hospitals. Fantastic job ladies!!!
At Redeemer in Atascadero, the LWML quilters have been busy making quilts for Lutheran World Relief.
Super job!!!
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Peace Lutheran Church in Arroyo Grande had a Christmas Party that was held outside of course with social
distancing and face masks. The pictures from this event are included with this article. You can tell they had a
great time!!!!

At Zion Lutheran Church we also held our Christmas Party for the congregation
outside. We were blessed to
have a lovely ballerina dance to
the Nutcracker and singing of
Christmas Carols and special
music from our handbells. Now
we do not have the Von Trapp
family from the “Sound of
Music” but we are very blessed
to have the Von Schmidt
family. Pastor Aleks played the
guitar while his lovely wife
Olga sang and their son Lex
played the Oboe. Our theme was Angels from the Realm
of Glory and our program was all about angels. A great time was had by all.
ITS BEAUTIFUL TO KNOW THAT THROUGH THIS ALL,
WE CONTINUE TO FIND CREATIVE WAYS TO SERVE
OUR LORD WITH GLADNESS!!!!
In His Service,
Yvonne Simpkins – Zone 9 President
LWML CNH Gospel Outreach Committee
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Zone 11 - Hawaii
There are 10 LCMS Lutheran Churches in Hawaii (Christ Lutheran-Hilo, Waikoloa mission congregation,
Emmanuel-Maui, St Matthew-Kauai, and the Oahu congregations: St Mark, Trinity, Our Savior, Our
Redeemer, Good Shepherd, and Messiah). At the present time, there are only three active LWML societies.
Our last retreat was in 2017 at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. We are presently in the process of organizing
a ZOOM Spring Gathering in March or April 2021, with the theme of Women in Mission. A survey was sent
to women in all the churches and was just completed. The ladies that responded said that they are very likely to
participate and we are greatly encouraged. The Zone Officers (Dian Mahoney, treasurer and Dinnie Kysar,
Secretary, Zone Counselor Pastor Mark Zier, and President Nancy Kunert) have put together an Agenda for a 2
hour ZOOM gathering that will include breakout sessions, a devotion by our Counselor Pastor Mark Zier,
guest speaker Beth Zier who will focus on our theme, and hopefully video welcomes from the National LWML
President Debbie Larson and LWML CNH President Martha Dubke and Miss Penny.
The following list is what the women from the Hawaii congregations have been involved in during the Covid
19 pandemic. It is quite an impressive list of how they have been involved in their churches and communities.
Here are some of the responses:
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Making masks for members of the congregation
Boxes for Operation Christmas Child,
First responders and friends,
Putting up a nativity scene on church property
making 100 quilts of various sizes that were donated to local agencies:
○ Project Linus
○ Hope Services
○ Veteran’s Home Liberty Dialysis
○ A women’s shelter
Money was collected from the Angel Tree to buy a washer and dryer for a family with 5 children
Giving $200 each to the two missionary families serving in Africa (Cameroon and Kenya) from the
Christmas Stocking Project that goes all year
Doing “bell ringing” for the Salvation Army
Caring for the homebound by delivering groceries
Making sandwiches for the homeless
Volunteering for the Department of Health during the Covid
19 crisis.

These women are involved in Mission and I am thankful for each one.
Joy in Jesus as we begin a brand new year of service to our Lord,
Nancy Kunert, Zone 11 President
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Zone 13 - North Coast Redwood
A little news from the North Coast. In November Grace LWML in Crescent City held a Grace Cooper Drive

thru Pie Sale. Usually, a Christmas Bazaar happens in conjunction with the pie sale. What an experience! Our
ladies turned out to sell pies with such enthusiasm. Total pies sold 428 plus 100 mini pies. Made available also
was our world-famous Grace Cooper Season Salt.
The big driver in production of all those pies is Patsy Nettleton. She makes sure the ladies show up 19 days
from July into September to generate all those pies. Patsy’s love of making pies didn’t end there. On her own
she made 125 and sold them to her customers in the community.
Marilyn Munz, Zone 13 President

Zone 14 - Redwood Empire
On 7 November 2020 Zone Fourteen ladies met at St. Mark
in Santa Rosa for a Servant Event TO GO. With restrictions
in place due to the virus our event to make Thanksgiving
cards for the military, active or vets or families, was
fashioned to comply with the rules. The ladies came to get
and take home packets of homemade cards and instructions.
They would color them, write a verse inside, include a
personal note, sign, address, stamp and mail them. A short
business meeting was planned to vote for a new treasurer.
We welcome Cynthia A. Rodericks to the Executive
Committee. She brings a solid background of finance, thank
you Cindy. A take home lunch was provided by the officers,
lasagna, salad and dessert. The ingathering box for Redwood
Gospel Mission was filled by all, new socks and underwear for the men and women they serve.
During the darkness of the winter we have supported and encouraged each other to "keep the candle burning".
We find ways to stay in touch via phone, internet, cards and our meetings. Mission events have been pushed to
the creative limits. St. Mark in Santa Rosa tweaked their bean soup luncheon to a bean soup luncheon TO GO,
which proved to be surprisingly successful. The event included a small bazaar of homemade items and the
usual bake sale. Profits benefitted Redwood Gospel Mission's Turkey Dinner with all the stuffing for 800
servings and St. Mark's Share Our Wealth fund for help to the victims of fire and difficulties. We thank
Thrivent for their continued support.
We ask all to find ways to fulfill our pledge. In February we can host our Bites for Mites. We will send
Valentine's Day cards to each other and to those we wish to remember. We plan more bake sales for more
missions. With the advent of spring, three more congregations are being invited into our fold, Ukiah, Sonoma
and Napa. We pray and focus on "keeping the candle burning" for them and all of you.
KEEP THE CANDLE BURNING,
Laura Lynn Ledson, Zone Fourteen President.
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Zone 15 - Central San Joaquin
Due to Covid restrictions, Zone 15 “postponed” their Winter Retreat, which was scheduled for January 30th.
Hopefully, we’ll be able to reschedule for possibly a Fall Retreat.
We are looking forward to our SPRING RALLY at First Lutheran in Dinuba on Saturday, April 24th. Our Zone
Counselor, Vicar Travis Wright, will first lead us in a Bible Study based on John 15:16. Then he and the
Guatemalan Mission Team will share a presentation of their last trip. There will be a monetary ingathering for
One Child Beyond and the Mission Trip Fund. First Lutheran LWML will provide a Mexican luncheon, along
with a quilt raffle and gift baskets.
Zone 15 Societies have been busy behind the scenes, continuing outreach projects despite not being able to
formally meet. All are sending their mites and keeping up with their other charitable organization donations.
● First Lutheran, Dinuba: ongoing diaper collections for local Pregnancy Resource Center; Dorcas
Quilters work projects from home; quilts go to LWR and local nursing homes.
● Our Saviour’s, Caruthers: filled 65+ Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes (Samaritan’s Purse);
monthly Bible Study using the LWQ restarted in October with five in attendance.
● Grace, Visalia: Nov 7th, held their 27th Annual Christmas Boutique w/crafts, baked goods, and jams
w/6 ft distancing/masks; Christmas Elves Candy Shop - took fudge orders (22 lbs), then delivered
them; all proceeds went to mites and 21 different charitable organizations; continue to knit caps for the
Cancer Society.
● St. Paul’s, Selma: filled 35 Christmas shoeboxes (Samaritan’s Purse); sent 30 Christmas cards to
Rolling Hills Care Center; delivered 5 large baskets (snacks, sweets, drinks, cards) to the Adventist
Hospital and Fire Department; delivered 8 Christmas goody bags to neighborhood children; delivered
needed items to Marjaree Mason Center (shelter for domestic violence victims) and Selma Cares
(assistance to students/families).
● Emmanuel, Clovis: home quilting/knitting projects given to Angie’s Babies and Veteran Homes; cards
sent to those homebound; monetary donations sent to Terry’s House (accommodations for families
w/members in hospital) and Evangel Home (women’s shelter).
● Peace, Fresno: delivered 8 Christmas baskets to shut-ins (snacks, oranges, cards).
LaVada Terrell, Zone 15 President
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Grace, Visalia:  The Christmas Elves Candy Shop
Usually the first Sunday in
December our society organizes a
Candy & Craft Sale. We ladies
make candy and then bring out the
remaining crafts from our Christmas
Boutique. Our members are invited
to shop after worship services.
Since our services are currently
being held outside we couldn't be sure of the weather
and the possible cancellation of worship so we
decided to be a little creative. Most people like candy
for the holidays, so let's make fudge. We offered milk
chocolate (with or without nuts), dark chocolate (with
or without nuts) and orange fudge (made by one of
our members and very popular). Orders were taken and then we made fudge to fill the orders. I am happy to
report that 22 pounds of fudge was sold. Yeah!!

Grace/Visalia 27th Annual Christmas Boutique
Our annual Boutique looked a little
different this year with
6 foot social distancing stickers on
the floor, sanitizing stations and a mandatory mask
requirement. We are grateful to all the faithful who
continue to support our efforts even in the midst of a
pandemic. Our Boutique was successful and our
society was able to give donations to 21 local &
worldwide charities with the proceeds. They will be
blessed
Carole Sell, Grace LWML President
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY LAVERNE!
Grace Lutheran Church member LaVerne
Howerton, (2nd oldest member of the
congregation), will be celebrating her 98th
birthday, February 2, 2021. LaVerne was born in
Los Angeles in 1923. LaVerne was the first
child of Harold and Dessie Lunn. Her immediate
family grew over the years with the birth of her
first brother Vernon, the birth of her first sister
Doris, then sister Lorene, and finally brother Ken.
LaVerne met her future husband, Ray Howerton,
during WW2. He was serving in the army and when he got leave he visited
relatives who lived nearby to her. They were married in 1944 and lived in
San Francisco until Ray was discharged from the army at the end of the war.
She and Ray moved to El Monte, Ca and lived there near LaVerne’s parents. Their first child, Ron, was born in
1946 while they were living in El Monte. LaVerne and family next moved to Cutler, Ca where they lived for a
few years. In 1953 they moved into a new home (built by husband Ray and father Harold) in Orosi. In 1957
they were blessed with another child, a girl, whom they named Teri. LaVerne worked for many years, not only
as a housewife and mother but as a fruit packer, until she went to work for the Cutler-Orosi School District as a
cafeteria worker and baker.
After several years she and her husband Ray retired. Soon after this Ray developed cancer and passed away in
1987 leaving LaVerne to live alone in their Orosi home. Since LaVerne never learned to drive a car it became
very difficult to carry out errands such as grocery shopping. To remedy the problem, LaVerne purchased her
current home here in Visalia where she has lived for more than 20 years. Her son Ron and his wife Kathy live
very close by and help her with her needs as they arise. LaVerne joined Grace Lutheran Church (June 1990)
and was very active in the LWML for many years. LaVerne is a grandmother of 4 and great grandmother to 6
lively young ones. Her health is a bit fragile these days, not unusual for someone who will be celebrating her
98th birthday and she finds it difficult to get out and about. She is an avid reader and has read many, many of
the books from our church library. She loves to watch old-time films on Turner Classic Movies and TV shows
from the 50’s like Perry Mason.
LaVerne is cheerful, loving and positive. She loves the Lord and is thankful for all the blessings she has
received. At this time in her life she is grateful for all she has experienced, for all the folks she has known, and
she looks forward to the future with a smile!
P.S.—LaVerne says “Hi and God Bless!” to all at Grace Lutheran Church, especially the LWML ladies.
Written by her son: Ron Howerton
Side Note by Carole Sell, Grace LWML, President:
For many, many years, LaVerne was our “right hand gal” for our annual Boutique Luncheons, Zone Rally's,
etc. Because of her experience working in the cafeteria in the school district she graciously used her knowledge
to help in our church kitchen. She was an absolute joy to work with. Thank you for your service LaVerne. We
love you. **Let's shower LaVerne with “Happy Birthday Blessings” of cards celebrating this amazing
milestone. Check your “Directory of God's people at Grace” for her address or for those out of the area,
who wish to send LaVerne a card, phone the church office (559) 734-7694. Thank you!
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Zone 16 - Monterey Bay
“…And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.” Phillipians 4:7
Needless to say, there is a lot of chaos going on in the world today with pandemics, political unrest, and
divisions of all sorts-it seems overwhelming at times. But during this Christmas Season there were certainly
blessings to be found. Although our churches were closed for public meetings, Our Savior Lutheran was able
to gather for worship on Zoom, and mid week, to receive communion in small groups. On Christmas Eve, we
held an outdoor service and it was a beautiful, serene evening filled with the glow of candlelight and softly
sung hymns of peace and joy commemorating our Lord, Jesus’ birth.
With the usual hustle and bustle of the season more or less quieted,
there was time to prepare ourselves for Christ’s birth by taking time to
savor God’s Word, spend more time in prayer and enjoy quiet time at
home with family. For me, at least, the joy of Christmas was not
dampened, but rather enriched by the seeming sanctions imposed on
Christmas by the pandemic.
Although we could not meet as a congregation, Our Savior did have a
Giving Tree set up in the narthex, where we gathered scarves, gloves,
hats and coats for Homeless Solutions Shelter in Salinas, CA.
We also prepared soup and sandwiches for 200 people every Friday morning for Dorothy’s Kitchen, a soup
kitchen in the Chinatown area of Salinas.
We are hopeful that by Easter we will be able to celebrate our Lord’s resurrection together in
person, and what a glorious celebration that will be!
God’s Blessings,
Rebecca Weisshahn, Zone 16 President

Zone 19 - East Sacramento
Trinity, Georgetown Mary Martha Ladies
Our only annual fundraiser is our Christmas Tea/Bazaar.
We were sad to cancel the event, but we did raise over
$1,500 by having a “No Bazaar, Bazaar”. We spread the
word at church and around our community and checks came
in. Several ladies from our community, who come each
year for our tea, home made crafts and baked items, also
wrote checks for our mission projects.
Our ladies have met off and on for Bible study, to celebrate
birthdays and send greetings cards.
Bev Vietor, VP/Treasurer
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Communications Director
Carrie Rinaldo, our new LWML CNH Webservant, has been hard at work on the website. When you read this
newsletter, she expects to have the following updates completed:
- Restructured the menu items
- Resources & News is now News & Events and includes the Calendar items
- Created a new menu item for the Christian Life Line and have links to the 2020 and 2021 issues
- Updated the main Missions & Mites page to highlight grant #3 (this will update each month)
- Updated the About menu item pages
- Additionally, if more Scholarship recipients’ letters are received, these will be added also.
As your Communications Director, I have been testing a tool called Constant Contact. We sent several
Christian Lifeline issues via this tool. At this time we will continue to send the Christian Lifeline issues by
regular email from Karen Mauer, our Mailing Coordinator. We will also put the Christian Lifeline issues up on
the website under the News & Events. This will make it easier to refer back to past issues for ideas for group
meetings and retreats. I will continue to use Constant Contact to send out the Joyful Servant and News Flashes.
If you have any feedback about how these communications come to you and whether you like it or would like
to make changes, please email Lynnette Campbell with your feedback.
One of my other hats I wear is serving on the LWML H2H Sisters Committee. We are busy preparing for the
LWML Convention in Lexington, KY coming up this June. The H2H Sisters Committee will be holding a
training for H2H District Leaders on the Wednesday before the Convention.
Registration is open now for the LWML Convention. The winter issue of the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly has
all the information or you can go to Convention Central under News & Events on the LWML website.

The next “Joyful Servant” will be published on May 1, 2021.
Please submit articles by April 15 to Lynnette Campbell llc4him@gmail.con and please put “Joyful
Servant” somewhere in the subject line.
Please make sure all articles are submitted in a word document and please
include or attach any photos you would like to use in your article. Thanks!
In His Service,
Lynnette Campbell
LWML CNH Communications Director
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